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ENHANCE NIFA APPROPRIATIONS FOR VITAL POTATO 

BREEDING RESEARCH 
 

 

 

 

 

 
The National Institute of Food and Agriculture (NIFA) potato breeding program has been funded 
between $1.3 million and $2 million over the past decade. Due to the difficult budget 
environment and negotiations following the “sequestration” settlement, actual spending on the 
program dropped from $1.8 million to $1.3 million in recent years.   
 
The National Potato Council and the state potato organizations have been successful in 
explaining the national benefits of the program for long-term research in potato breeding. 
Those activities are unlikely to be funded purely through private efforts, and thereby require a 
partnership with the federal government of the kind that NIFA provides.  
 
Congressional appropriators responded to the long-term success of the program and the need 
for additional funding and returned funding to $2 million last year.  
 
Building on the gains from the FY16 appropriations bill, both the House and Senate Agriculture 
Appropriations Subcommittees have passed their FY17 spending bills. The House maintains 
funding for NIFA’s potato breeding research at $2 million for the current year, while the Senate 
increases the overall amount to $2.25 million.  
 
It is anticipated that the final amount for FY17 will be negotiated and included in a larger 
omnibus spending bill later this year.  
 
Given the solid return on investment from this program and the demands placed upon it due to 
a variety of phytosanitary challenges facing the potato industry, Congress should renew its 
commitment to this valuable research by deferring to the Senate’s $2.25 million overall figure 
for FY17 and providing that same level of funding in FY18. 

ACTION REQUESTED 

Congress should include the Senate’s appropriated figure of $2.25 million for the NIFA 

potato breeding research program for FY17 and also support at least $2.25 million for FY18. 

 


